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regard for Britons in the world, and their inclination to act on their own initiative. In the English foreign service attention is paid to liberty of action, and as a precaution risky enterprises are carried out as far as possible by subordinatees and not by chiefs of missions. With us the hierarchical order is inviolably preserved.
In this case Bismarck's motives were not known to us younger sailors, and the exposure of Werner was incomprehensible in so far as in our view it could only be welcomed by the legitimate Spanish Government, if the protection of the quite considerable German interests on the south coast at the time weakened the insurgents. Our reverence for Bismarck did not suffer from the incident any more than from his other disagreements with Stosch. His peculiar greatness carried with it perhaps the disadvantage that our knowledge of politics, like that of the majority of Germans, was not very highly developed, since everything connected with politics seemed to be provided for, so to speak, for all time by the figure of the old master who had given us the Empire.
II
In addition we had no time for politics. Apart from the development of Germany's maritime interests, Stosch's second fundamental idea by which he left his mark on the navy was that he taught it to work. I do not mean work without mistakes; that was impossible with a nation that was estranged from the sea